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SUB J : LIBERALS TOP TORIES IN POLL 

GALLUP POLL, PUBLISHED MARCH 9, HAS REPORTED THAT LIBERAL 
PARTY HAS GAINED LEAD IN POPULARITY OVER CONSERVATIVES FOR 
FIRST TIME IN MORE THAN YEAR. 41 PERCENT OF DECIDED VOTERS 
FAVORED THE LIBERALS, A GAIN OF FOUR POINTS OVER LAST MONTH. 
CONSERVATIVES DROPPED TO 35 PERCENT, FROM 45 PERCENT POSITION 
IN IANUARY. NDP SLIPPED FROM 17 TO 16 PERCENT, AND 35 PERCENT 
WERE UNDECIDED. THIS POSITION OF PARTIES IS RELATIVELY CLOSE 
TO THAT HELD BY7 THEM AT TIME OF LAST GENERAL ELECTION IN 
JULY 1974. QUESTION ASKED WAS: "IF A FEDERAL ELECTION WERE HELD 
TODAY, WHICH PARTY’S CANDIDATE DO YOU THINK YOU WOULD FAVOR?" 
POLL WAS TAKEN A WEEK AFTER QUEBEC PREMIER LEVESQUE'S SPEECH 
IN NEW YORK AND SHORTLY AFTER PM TRUDEAU SPOKE TO CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE IN QUEBEC CITY. 

EARLY PRESS REPORTS QUOTE CONSERVATIVE PARTY MEMBERS AS BEING 
"SHOCKED" BY RESULTS OF POLL, AND ONE CONSERVATIVE MP CLAIMED 
PC LEADER JOE CLARK COULD NO LONGER ASSUME HE WOULD BE NEXT 
PRIME MINISTER. NATURALLY, LIBERALS WERE ELATED, AND SPECULA- 
TION ONCE MORE APPEARED REGARDING POSSIBILITY OF SPRING ELECTION. 
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COMMENT: WHILE CONSERVATIVE GLOM AND LIBERAL ELATION ARE 
WARRANTED, IT IS STILL NECESSARY TO PUT POLL IN PERSPECTIVE. MAIN 
THING PROVED IS HOW UNSETTLED OPINION IS IN CANADA AT THIS TIME, 

AND HOW VARIOUS EVENTS RELATED TO SEPARATION OF QUEBEC CAN BRING 
WIDE SWINGS IN PUBLIC VIEWS. NEVERTHELESS, THE POSITIVE SIGNS FOR 
THE LIBERALS WILL SURREY GIVE THEM NEW VIGOR, AND CONSERVATIVES WILL 
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PRESUMABLY HAVE TO DECIDE WHETHER PRESENT TACTICS SHOULD BE 
CONTINUED, OR WHETHER CLARK SHOULD BECOME MORE AGGRESSIVE BOTH IN 
PROGRAM AND IN PRESENTING PARTY AS STRONG ALTERNATIVE IN FUTURE. 
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